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ABSTRACT 

Students are faced with challenges everyday. It's close to impossible to graduate with no help. Usually students 

have lots of help though or should I say lots of opportunities because usually its at the students hands to take the 

help if they want to. Now these students have many factors that determine one's chance of graduating. Factors 

could be First Generation Students, Types of Colleges, or 2-Year, 4-Year, 6-Year Colleges. The list goes on but 

these are a few of the main factors that affect the student graduation rate. The pros of attending a state university 

is much more beneficial than the pros of any public university. Nearly 90 percent of their funding (State 

Universities) is from the state. Sticker price at state universities tend to be much lower than at other 4-year 

university. Prices at state universities are kept low by state regulation because they're funded by state and federal 

governments but not completely funded by them. Now remember just because every state university is a public 

university does not mean that every public university is a state university. 

4-YEAR GRADUATION RATE IN F.G.S. AT STATE SCHOOLS 

First Generation Students are defined as students who's neither parent had completed a college degree and neither 

parent had any type of postsecondary education. F.G.S is basically is a college student with the additional cultural 

and social changes. Let alone the fact nobody has ever gotten a college degree in their family so it's up to them to 

prosper and bloom. Numerous studies have been made for this topic. First Generation Students have been at a 

disadvantage for years now and with these studies there's no denying it. The weaknesses they possess are having a 

low-income family, basic knowledge to the education of costs and the application process. According to Shannon 

(2016), "First generation students were less likely than non-first generation students to graduate in six years and 
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residents were more likely to graduate than non-residents of the state within the six-year time frame." (NACTA 

Journal Vol. 60, Issue 4). In other words, first generation students do not have the pros non-first generation 

students have. 

First generation university students are becoming the center of an increasing amount of research. Forbus said, 

"Studies have also shown that first-generation students have little college preparation, lower career ambitions, 

lack of administrative and peer support, anxiety over the college environment, and poor study skills." (Elkins, 

Braxton, & James, 2000) Many state schools make an attempt to help these first generation students by creating 

scholarships just for them. There are transfer scholarships available at some universities which allow you to 

overcome some of the financial obstacles faced by first-generation students. Parents of first-generation college 

students are fearful about fees and refrain from encouraging their children to apply to many schools. These 

parents trust school personnel to lead their children and, in these families, the kids informed and educated the 

parents, the opposite of what happens in high-income families. F.G.S. had lower high school GPAs and scored 

lower on standardized tests. Additionally, they tend to be less academically and psychologically ready for school 

compared to their classmates. Forbus said in conclusion to her report, "First generation students are found to take 

a more pragmatic, serious approach to their college education relative to their continuing-generation counterparts. 

In a related fashion, first generation students are more likely to identify with and take pride in the institution they 

attend." (International Journal Of Education Research, Vol. 6, Issue 2). 

The University of California, Los Angeles is a public research university. McCartney stated (2017), "Studies 

show that first-generation students are less likely than their classmates to graduate in four years or to graduate at 

all. UCLA's Higher Education Research Institute reported a 14-percentage-point gap in graduation rates for first-

generation and other students. Many F.G.S. come from low-income families and are eligible for federal Pell 

Grants." (The Chronicles of Higher Education Vol. 63, Issue 33) Even though graduation rates are higher for non-

first generation students, in some years first gen students have exceeded their classmates. 

Also, According to a report completed by the Higher Education Research Institute at UCLA in 2011, "only 27 

percent of first-generation students graduate from college in the traditional four years, 45 percent graduate in five 

years and 50 percent graduate in six years."(UWIRE Text) If we were to compare these statistics to the non first-

generation students, they blew them out of the water. The numbers are drastically different. In addition, Higher 

Education Research Institute say that (2016), For these students, 42 percent graduate in four years, 60 percent 

graduate in five years and 64 percent graduate in six years. (UWIRE Text). So as to help improve graduation rates 

for these students, the U.S. Division of Education has set up student services funded by the federal government or 

TRIO programs managed by various colleges all through the nation. The main program, Upward Bound, began in 

1964. From that point forward, seven more have been built up. 

A common inference people believe is that among first generation students public colleges are more affordable 

than private ones. McCartney affirmed (2017), "In Fact, Studies have shown the opposite is often true, especially 

for qualified low-income students." (The Chronicles of Higher Education Vol. 63, Issue 33). In his 2018 budget, 

President Donald Trump proposed deep cuts to the Federal Work-Study and Supplemental Educational 

Opportunity Grant programs. In other words, his actions made it more difficult for first generation students to 
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attend college. We should push for the future of first generation students because, for example, I'm a soon to be 

first generation student and I already know I'm walking into something bad. 

Universities treat us like their own children so us first gen students will have some benefits that regular students 

will not have just because they are not a first generation student. So imagine what it could be if we support 

minorities and make their experience five times better than the experience we had, It could be Five times the 

benefits. Sanacore stated (2015), "Many colleges have four-year graduation rates below 30 percent, some below 

10 percent". (The Chronicle Of Higher Education, Vol. 61, Issue 36) These numbers speak for themselves. Low 

graduation rates basically say that admins take students cash mindful and unashamed that a large portion of the 

students won't graduate and may not complete their first year. Students should avoid universities with a 4-year 

graduation rate exceptionally below their states average. Universities hurt the desires of students and their work 

driven parents, and financially damage them. Critics say that colleges have no choice but to take students money. 

However, state universities could use the money from tuition to provide services with the potential to increase 

graduation rates and academic success. 

According to a report by the Federal Reserve Bank of New York (2015), "student debt rose 12 percent in 2013, to 

$1.08 trillion. Worse, that increase is being driven mostly by Americans with poor credit and few resources. Not 

only is that debt a financial time bomb; it's also an abuse of public trust." (The Chronicle of Higher Education 

Vol. 61, Issue 36) To give these first-gen students a chance to stay in school, administrators need to collaborate 

with these young adults because how else could they know. Admins and School Faculty don't know any better, 

which is why making an attempt to parallel themselves with the students is the best option. 

A good first step is to create a plan to ensure that you keep an engaged and productive university. For example, if 

we redirect back to the TRIO programs they were set goals by the federal government so they can record the 

progress of F.G.S. There are six targets from the government that the program must achieve. These include: 80% 

of students must have a 2.5 or higher GPA, 85% of students must graduate or advance to the next grade level, 

85% of students must pass their final exams (EOC), 60% of students must complete a comprehensive high school 

curriculum, 80% of students must begin college the fall after graduation and 50% of students must complete their 

college degree within six years of their high school graduation. 

Directors, admins, and faculty staff should never underestimate what a fearless and scary leap first-gen scholars 

are taking. Helping them succeed is a principal responsibility, and requires a lot of commitment and planning on 

students. A prime example of a successful university for first generation students is UT Austin (University Of 

Texas at Austin). They held the record for the highest graduation rate in 2018. Their class of 2018 achieved a 

graduation rate of 69.8 percent for a four-year program at the university. Now that was just in general or in other 

words, all students. But even though those numbers weren't focused on minorities or first generation students UT 

Austin did indeed held a record for minorities, first generation students, and pell-eligible students in 2012. To 

have those numbers over states like florida is staggering. This was only a few years ago, so the progress is clearly 

at a rising state. 
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CONCLUSION 

To put in shorter words, first generation students are in a place where they receive aid but not as much as they 

should be. Graduation rates are lower than non-first generation students and you could say it's inevitable but first 

generation students have the knowledge and power to meet any level of education. I speak for everyone when i 

say this, we all need a bump every now and then. So when first generation students receive benefits like 

scholarships it's the least these state schools can do because its not as easy as you think it is to grow up with little 

to no concept of what a university or college is. 
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