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ABSTRACT
The Nolamba Dynasty, also known as the Nolamba-Pallavas, was a significant regional power in South India

between the eighth and eleventh centuries CE. Although often overshadowed by larger contemporary dynasties
such as the Rashtrakutas, Chalukyas, Pallavas, Cholas, and Western Gangas, the Nolambas played a crucial
role in shaping the political and cultural landscape of present-day Karnataka, Andhra Pradesh, and parts of
Tamil Nadu. This paper examines the origins, political history, administration, military activities, religious
patronage, and architectural achievements of the Nolamba kings. Using inscriptional evidence and historical
studies, the paper highlights the dynasty's contribution to medieval South Indian history.
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1. INTRODUCTION

The Nolamba Dynasty emerged as an influential regional power in South India during the early medieval period.
Their kingdom, known as Nolambavadi, covered large parts of southeastern Karnataka and extended into modern
Andhra Pradesh and Tamil Nadu. Most historical information regarding the dynasty is derived from inscriptions
discovered at Hemavati, Chitradurga, Kolar, and neighboring regions. The Nolambas are frequently described as

Nolamba-Pallavas because many of their inscriptions claim a connection with the Pallava lineage.
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Although they often functioned as feudatories under larger imperial powers, the Nolambas successfully
maintained political influence for nearly three centuries and left behind a rich legacy of temple architecture and

regional governance.
2. ORIGIN AND EARLY HISTORY

The Nolambas are generally regarded as a native Kannada-speaking dynasty. Historical inscriptions suggest that
they claimed descent from a ruler known as Trinayana Pallava, thereby associating themselves with the
prestigious Pallava lineage. Scholars believe that the dynasty emerged during the political struggles among the

Pallavas, Chalukyas, and Gangas in southern India.

Mangala Nolambadhiraja (c. 735-785 CE) is widely considered the founder of the dynasty. During his reign, the
Nolambas established their authority in the region that later became known as Nolambavadi. Initially subordinate

to stronger neighboring powers, they gradually acquired greater autonomy and regional influence.
3. TERRITORIAL EXTENT AND CAPITALS

The territory ruled by the Nolambas was known as Nolambavadi. At its height, the kingdom included parts of
modern Karnataka, Andhra Pradesh, and Tamil Nadu. Historical records indicate that the dynasty controlled
strategic routes connecting the Deccan Plateau with the Tamil plains.

The early capital of the dynasty was Chitradurga. Later, the capital was shifted to Hemavati (ancient Henjeru),
located in present-day Andhra Pradesh. Hemavati became an important administrative, military, and religious

center of the kingdom.
4. MAJOR NOLAMBA KINGS
4.1 Mangala Nolambadhiraja (c. 735-785 CE)

Mangala Nolambadhiraja is regarded as the founder of the dynasty. He established Nolamba authority and laid the
foundations for future expansion. His inscriptions indicate military successes against local tribes and neighboring

chiefs.

4.2 Mahendra Nolamba I (c. 875-897 CE)
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Mahendra Nolamba | was among the most powerful Nolamba rulers. During his reign, the kingdom achieved
considerable political prominence. Several inscriptions and archaeological discoveries from Andhra Pradesh are
associated with his administration. He is credited with strengthening the state’'s military and administrative

structure.
4.3 Ayyapadeva and Iriva Nolamba

These rulers continued the dynasty's political traditions and maintained alliances with larger imperial powers.
Their inscriptions demonstrate continued control over important regions of Nolambavadi and reveal a

sophisticated administrative system.
4.4 Vira Mahendra

Vira Mahendra was among the later Nolamba rulers. His reign witnessed increasing pressure from neighboring
dynasties, particularly the Western Gangas and the Cholas. Nevertheless, he continued patronage of temples and

religious institutions.
5. POLITICAL RELATIONS AND MILITARY ACTIVITIES

The Nolambas occupied a strategically important region between several major South Indian kingdoms.

Consequently, they frequently engaged in warfare and diplomacy.

Initially, they served as feudatories of the Pallavas and later shifted allegiance to the Chalukyas, Rashtrakutas, and
Western Chalukyas depending on political circumstances. Their territory often became a battleground among

competing powers.

The Nolambas fought numerous conflicts against the Western Gangas, Banas, Vaidumbas, and Cholas. Despite
their relatively small size, they managed to preserve their political identity for several centuries through strategic

alliances and military adaptability.
6. ADMINISTRATION

The Nolamba kingdom was divided into administrative units for efficient governance. Inscriptions indicate the
existence of local officials, village assemblies, and tax collection systems. Land grants to Brahmins, temples, and

religious institutions formed an important aspect of state administration.
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The rulers adopted titles emphasizing their authority while maintaining loyalty to imperial overlords when
politically necessary. The administrative system reflected broader South Indian traditions while incorporating
regional characteristics.

7. RELIGION AND SOCIETY

The Nolamba rulers were primarily patrons of Hinduism, particularly Shaivism. Numerous temples dedicated to
Lord Shiva were constructed during their rule. However, evidence suggests religious tolerance and support for
multiple traditions.

Temple institutions functioned not only as religious centers but also as educational and economic hubs. Through

land grants and endowments, the rulers encouraged cultural and social development.
8. ART AND ARCHITECTURE

The most enduring contribution of the Nolamba kings lies in architecture. Their temples exhibit an innovative

blend of Pallava, Chalukya, and regional Kannada styles.
Important monuments associated with the dynasty include:

Hemavati Temple Complex, Andhra Pradesh.
Kalleshwara Temple, Aralaguppe.
Bhoganandishwara Temple, Nandi.

Ramalingeshwara Temple Group, Avani.
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Nolamba Narayaneshwara Temple, Avani.

The temples are renowned for their intricate carvings, ornate pillars, sculptural decorations, and advanced stone

construction techniques. Their architectural innovations influenced later South Indian temple traditions.
9. DECLINE OF THE DYNASTY

The decline of the Nolamba Dynasty began in the late tenth century. Continuous warfare with neighboring powers
weakened their political position. The Western Ganga ruler Marasimha 11 adopted titles indicating victories over

the Nolambas, suggesting major military defeats for the dynasty.
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By the early eleventh century, the expansion of the Cholas and the rise of the Western Chalukyas further
diminished Nolamba authority. Eventually, the dynasty was absorbed into larger regional kingdoms, ending its

independent political existence.
10. LEGACY

Despite their eventual decline, the Nolamba kings left a lasting impact on South Indian history. Their political
role as intermediaries between major powers contributed to regional stability and cultural exchange. Their
temples remain important examples of early medieval architecture, while inscriptions provide valuable

information about administration, society, and culture in the Deccan region.

The study of the Nolambas demonstrates how regional dynasties contributed significantly to the development of

medieval India despite operating in the shadow of larger empires.
CONCLUSION

The Nolamba Dynasty occupied a unique position in the history of South India. Through effective governance,
strategic diplomacy, military resilience, and architectural patronage, the Nolamba kings maintained their authority
for nearly three centuries. Their contributions to temple architecture, regional administration, and cultural
development continue to attract scholarly attention. The Nolambas represent an important chapter in the political

and cultural evolution of medieval Karnataka and Andhra Pradesh.
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