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ABSTRACT 

Ethics refer to rules provided by an external source, such as codes of conduct in workplaces or principles in 

religions, where as morals refer to an individual's own principles regarding right and wrong. Ethics in 

education system helps to run the system smoothly. It is a system of moral principles by which human 

actions may be judged as right or wrong, good or bad.  Education, a necessity of life is one of the major 

indicators of the development of human beings and the society. It is efficient and perfect by using its power 

and capacities. Education is not only the means for gaining the degree for economic status, but also earning 

pure and living a peaceful life in the society. A morally good student can make the society a good one as they 

are the key maker of the society.  The main purpose of writing this paper was to find out the approach of 

University students of Kashmir valley towards moral values. In present paper, a self developed validated 

questionnaire was used to collect the information on the topic understudy in which 400 college going 

students were chosen at random via online/offline mode from different colleges of Kashmir valley using 

stratified random sampling technique. The data collected was analyzed statistically, using appropriate 

statistical tools. The results of our study showed that majority of the students understudy showed positive 

attitude towards moral values as they believed moral education like truthfulness (90.5%), honesty (85.5%), 

kindness (83.5%), love (80.5%), sympathy (78.5%), charity (77.0%), hospitality (72.5%) and tolerance 

(71.5%) help to chose right path in life. The major religions of the world guides human beings  to possess 

these qualities as on earth humans are considered as Khalifa of God to spread peace. Finally, it was 

concluding that moral education should be compulsory in every education institution as it helps in creating 

responsible citizenship among the students.  
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INTRODUCTION 

The word "ethics" is derived from the Greek word ethos (character), and from the Latin word mores (customs). 

Together, they combine to define how individuals choose to interact with one another. Ethics, in philosophy, 

refers to what is good for the individual and for society and establishes the nature of duties that people owe 

themselves and one another. Education is one of the key indicators of the development of human beings as it is a 

necessity of life  which makes each individual efficient and perfect by using its power and capacities. Earlier 

times, education was mostly meant for survival but at present it is realized that education may be used not only 

for survival purposes but for the living of better socially and morally desirable life.  Students, the real strength and 

the future of a society,  possess enormous energy which can do wonders if properly oriented and utilized.  

Education institution is not  simply a place of formal learning but rather as a living and organic community, 

which is primarily interested in training its pupils in what we have called the 'gracious Art of Living'.  Knowledge 

and learning are undoubtedly of great value and can become a vital part of the student's mind and personality and 

influence the behavior once acquired with interest, sincerity and discipline. Values, the personal measure of worth 

shaped by the beliefs, ideas and principles of the individual that are important to human being are the ideals, 

beliefs or norms which a society or the large majority of a society’s members holds. It is reported (Charls & Selvi 

2016) that  values which people consider valuable shape our priorities and guide us in deciding what is right or 

wrong, values reflect our attitudes and what people believe about everything. Infact, there are various types of 

values like, social values, moral values, spiritual values, economic values, aesthetic values etc. Moral values that 

helps to shape the character and personality of individuals refer to a set of principles that guide an individual on 

how to evaluate right versus wrong. Generally, people apply moral values to justify decisions, intensions and 

actions and it also defines the personal character of a person. According to George Barnard Shaw, Education can 

and should do much influence social, moral and intellectual discovery by stimulating critical attitudes of thought 

in the young. There are many virtues or traits which makes the morality of a man such as acceptance, Equality, 

compassion, Cooperation, Courage, Honesty, Gratitude, Kindness, Integrity, Politeness, Responsibility, Respect, 

Tolerance, Self-control, Trustworthy etc. Moral values are regarded as the heart of the community but 

unfortunately in the present society they are degrading day by day. We should start learning morals from our 

home but we cannot deny that our education place is the place where we can learn about values (Sarrmah, 2014). 

Ethics, we know is defined as set of moral principles and rules of conduct. The ethical situation of the world is 

complex and contradictory in the twenty-first century. Besides education studies, the studies related to health care 

reported that consent from patients is very critical (Kakar et al., 2014; WMA, 2008). In any research consent of 

participants is the fundamental component in research ethics as research is a public trust that must be ethically 

conducted. Today in the information technology era, flood of so many views on what is right and what is wrong, 

good or bad, or just and unjust leaves the individual in a state of constant perplexity. Thus, the need of instilling 

awareness of ethical values in the young cannot be avoided and concern for moral education continues to be of 

top priority. It should be remembered that human beings live in a social world where the needs of each must be 

balanced so that the ethical thinking in every individual arose. In ancient times good behaviour was assumed 

supreme religion (Joshi, 2012) and mere intellectual achievement was not considered important. In the literature, 

we come across various studies which report that moral development is the foundation stone for social interaction 

(Hall, 1935) and the factors like social relation, friend circle, family environment, education institute  

environment, culture are responsible for shaping the human behaviour (Giilcan, and Nur, 2015; Brinda, 2016).  It 

has been reported (Sarmah, 2014; Saeed and Ahmad, 2014) that if the students are not interested towards value 

education or they are not aware about moral values, they can not distinguish between right and wrong.  Morality 
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is one of the most important aspect of human personality and there is a big difference between knowing about 

moral values and trying to adopt moral values in practical life.  It is the  duty of parents and teachers to encourage 

the students adopting moral values and make positive attitude in their life. In the present scientific and 

technological advancement of life, mankind is passing through a crisis of value, feeling of ethics and moral values 

are decreasing. The negligence of moral values in education institutes as noticed in other parts of country is 

hurting our students and creates problems in the society. The researcher felt the need of the study about the 

approach of students towards Moral Values in Kashmir region.  

 

METHODOLOGY 

In the present study, a self developed validated questionnaire was used to collect the information on the topic 

understudy. The students under study were explained the purpose of the study to get their consent. The sample 

size for current study was computed using (Cochran, 1977)  

                                             2
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Here, we choose p=0.5,   1.96 Z   and d=0.05. That gives the sample size n~384 and we decided to take n = 400 

(200 boys and 200 girls).  The data collected from our survey via online/offline mode from different universities 

of Kashmir valley using stratified random sampling technique  was tabulated, analyzed and interpreted 

statistically. The statistical software SPSS (version 20) was used for analysis of data. 

RESEARCH HYPOTHESES 

Hypothesis: There will be no significance difference in the opinion of boys and girls under study. To check the 

diference between  boys and girls opinion, we use chisquare test   given as   

where   
2

1

2 ~ X , io  and ie  are observed and expected   frequencies.  We reject H0 if       p-value is less than 

specified level of significance 

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 

To assess the approach of University students towards moral values a self developed questionnaire was used. The 

approach of respondents was decided on the basis of their correct responses. The data presented in Table 2, 

revealed that in response to statement 1, i.e., Do you like to tell lie, if in trouble, majority of the respondents 

(boys=71.5%, girls=66.0%) responded no, in response to statement 2., i.e., Do you want to pass the examination 

by hook or crook, majority of the respondents (boys= 71.0%, girls=70.0%) responded no, in response to statement 

3, i.e., Do you feel that copying is a good way for getting good marks in the examination, majority of the 

respondents (boys=84.0%, girls=87.0%) responded no, in response to statement 4, i.e., Do you want to hide 

someone’s things at any cost when you get a chance to disclose, majority of the respondents (boys=62.0%, 

girls=58.5%) responded yes,  in response to statement 5, i.e., Do you like to help in every situation to the needy 

people, majority of the respondents (boys=91.5%, girls=87.0%) responded yes, in response to statement 6., i.e., 

Do you behave always with honesty to your friends, majority of the respondents (boys=83.0%, girls=79.0%) 
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responded yes, in response to statement 7, i.e., Do you have habit of stealing money from your mother’s purse, 

majority of the respondents (boys=91.0%, girls=92.5%) responded no, in response to statement 8, i.e., Do you 

think that stealing is an easy work, majority of the respondents (boys=88.5%, girls=90.5%) responded no, in 

response to statement 9, i.e., Do you always return the excess money, not belonging to you, majority of the 

respondents (boys=92.0%, girls=93.5%) responded no, in response to statement 10, i.e., Do you want to obey 

your parents, teachers and elders, majority of the respondents (boys= 100.0%, girls=100.0%) responded no, in 

response to statement 11, i.e., Do you view yourself as a kind religious person, majority of the respondents 

(boys=88.0%, girls=90.0%) responded yes and in response to statement 12, i.e., Do you try to make a classmate 

happy who is sad by playing with him/her or by saying a  joke, majority of the respondents (boys= 80.5%, 

girls=78.0%) responded yes. The level of attitude was decided on the basis correct responses. It has been 

observed that all respondents showed highly positive attitude towards moral values. Statistically, nonsignificant 

difference (P>0.05) between boys and girls  was observed in all statements. The Table 2 also showed respondents 

under study having little negative attitude towards moral values due to increase in corruption, deviation from 

religion and change in lifestyle. The results of our study are in agreement with the earlier studies. 

 

Table 2: Approach of University Students towards moral values in Kashmir Region 

S.No. Statement Gender  Response Chisquare P-value 

Yes (%) No (%) Not Sure 

(%) 

1. Do you like to 

tell lie, if in 

trouble? 

Boys 27 (13.5) 143 (71.5) 30 (15.0) 1.409 >0.05 

Girls 32 (16.0) 132 (6 

6.0) 

36 (18.0) 

2. Do you want to 

pass the 

examination by 

hook or crook? 

Boys 31  (15.5) 142 (71.0) 27 (13.5) 0.564 >0.05 

Girls 36 (18.0) 140 (70.0) 24 (12.0) 

3. Do you feel 

that copying is 

a good way for 

getting good 

marks in the 

examination? 

Boys 7 (3.5) 168 (84.0) 25  

(12.5) 

0.786 >0.05 

Girls 5 (2.5) 174 (87.0) 21 (10.5) 

4. Do you want to 

hide someone’s 

things at any 

cost when you 

get a chance to 

disclose? 

Boys 124 

(62.0) 

17 (8.5) 59 (29.5) 0.699 >0.05 

Girls 117 

(58.5) 

21 (10.5) 62 (31.0) 

5. Do you like to 

help in every 

situation to the 

Boys 183   

(91.5) 

4 (2.0) 13 (6.5) 3.148 >0.05 

Girls 174 3 (1.5) 23 (11.5) 
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needy people? (87.0) 

6. Do you behave 

always with 

honesty to your 

friends? 

Boys 166 

(83.0) 

12 (6.0) 22 (11.0) 1.198 >0.05 

Girls 158  

(79.0) 

13 (6.5) 29 (5.5) 

7. Do you have 

habit of 

stealing money 

from your 

mother’s 

purse? 

  

Boys 7 (3.5) 182 (91.0) 13 (6.5) 2.844 >0.05 

Girls 9 (4.5) 185 (92.5) 06 (3.0) 

8. Do you think 

that stealing is 

an easy work? 

Boys 8 (4.0) 177 (88.5) 15 (7.5) 0.473 >0.05 

Girls 6 (3.5) 181(90.5) 13 (6.5) 

9. Do you always 

return the 

excess money, 

not belonging 

to you? 

Boys 4 (2.0) 184 (92.0) 12 0.170 >0.05 

Girls 6 (3.0) 187(93.5) 07 (3.5) 

10. Do you want to 

obey your 

parents, 

teachers and 

elders? 

Boys 200 

(100.0) 

0 (0.0) 0 (0. 0) NA NA 

Girls 200 

(100.0) 

0 (0.0) 0 (0.0) 

11. Do you view 

yourself as a 

kind religious 

person? 

Boys 176 

(88.0) 

7 (3.5) 13 (6.5) 0.119 >0.05 

Girls 180 

(90.0) 

6 (3.0) 14 (7.0) 

12. Do you try to 

make a 

classmate 

happy who is 

sad by playing 

with him/her or 

by saying a  

joke? 

Boys 161 

(80.5) 

23 (11.5) 16 (8.0) 1.137 >0.05 

Girls 156 

(78.0) 

30 (15.0) 14 (7.0) 

 

The data presented in Figure 1, reveals that the main moral values that help to chose right path in life are 

truthfulness (90.5%), honesty (85.5%), kindness (83.5%), love (80.5%), sympathy (78.5%), charity (77.0%), 

hospitality (72.5%) and tolerance (71.5%).  The major religions of the world guide human beings to possess these 
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qualities as on earth humans are considered as Khalifa of God to spread peace. It is a fact that those people who 

inculcate a strong moral character find both happiness and success in their life and are clear about their goals. 

Moreover, people with strong moral character are able to gain the trust of others easily and their relationships are 

based on transparency, honesty and mutual respect. 

 

 
            

The data presented in Figure 2, reveals that majority of the respondents (44.0%) were of the opinion that in every 

educational institution, moral education must be a part of curriculum. Moral education is very important for living 

a meaning life on earth.  
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Figure 1: Main Moral values that help to chose 
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CONCLUSION 

It is concluded from our study that to encourage the students towards moral work, the educational institution has 

to play an important role. It is important that parents should also create an environment with good example by 

their behaviour in front of the children as they have more responsibility. It is obvious that positive attitude 

towards the life will be very helpful to make a positive attitude towards moral values. To inculcate the moral 

values among students various strategies should be used by parents as well as teachers. The education institutions 

can nurture moral and ethical grooming to students by prioritizing student teacher relationship, by providing 

students opportunities to practice skills, promote cultural awareness,   leadership role and dealing with issues 

intelligently and morally. Cultures are different so  we have to search for unity in diversity and share universal 

values as humans, Khalifa of God on earth.  The most essential assets of a nation are the citizens, if they have 

ethical values,  the ration will develop at a much faster speed.  

 

Suggestions 

1. Parents must take at most care  about the wrong doings in front of their children and encourage their children      

for good work. 

2. Teacher must be conscious about his role and play his role as the role model in front of the students  

3. Provision should be made to teaching moral values through the curriculum and using the  

Leisure time in reading and in creative work in the educational institute. 

Limitation of Study 

To get more information on the topic understudy, it is suggested that a similar study for a large sample size may 

be conducted and comparison may be made among students on the basis of gender, residence, parent’s education, 

family income etc 
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