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EMPOWERMENT OF WOMEN THROUGH DECISION MAKING PATTERN –  

A CASE STUDY OF SHG WOMEN IN KADAPA DISTRICT 

 

DR.G.PRATHAP 

Post-Doctoral Fellow, Dept. of Economics, S.V.University, Tirupati, A.P., India. 

 

ABSTRACT 

The entire process has to be streamlined and strengthened with financial support and training to develop 

leaders. The present quota system at the local level based on gender, caste, etc. is largely abused by men. 

While the state has framed seemingly pro-women policies, these have actually helped to break sexual 

stereotype and male-dominance. Neither of these policies has been able to achieve the objective of equality and 

development. The Indian women in general are poor, rural women in particular are relatively powerless with 

no control over resources and little decision-making power.  Often the decisions are imposed on them.  The 

forces of power may be termed as empowerment. Empowerment of women must be an integral part of 

sustainable human development. Clearly women’s representation at the top of the governing structures is low 

with 10 per cent of seats compared with 90 per cent representation made by men. Thus their concerns are 

placed on the priority list of the country’s developmental agenda.  Needless to say, they have the strength and 

support of the constitution. The wives played a key role in decision-making on their children’s education after 

joining SHG. That the wife (SHG women) role is very high in taking decisions on children’s education when 

compared to husband. Moreover those wives play a key role to take decision on their household savings in 

after SHGs. And wife is key role in take decision making on their social status after joining SHGs. The 

decision-making role shifted from husband to wives after joining SHGs. 

Key Words: Women Empowerment, development, Decision Making, Social Status, Wives, Husbands, Both, 

Population, Policies, Women Reservation Bill. 

 

INTRODUCTION 

Women should realize their potent power, which is quite latent for long. They must be required to see 

themselves and their rights in a new way, and they must be helped to help themselves. For this, several non-

governmental organizations run by women, thousands of Mahila Mandals and lakhs of women members in 

Panchayati Raj institutions should work towards sensitizing other women by spreading awareness about their 

rights and the means by which they could be realized. They should mobilize and organize women as a strong 

pressure group to participate vigorously in the development process and decision-making. Further, the local level 

women‟s group needs to be strengthened and empowered, for the effective implementation of the programmes. 

Women will need to work persistently and consistently at the national, state, district and village levels to 

understand the policy process make them head of the relevant bodies and monitor the adopted plans. Further, 
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empowerment is about choices and the ability to exercise them. Women‟s choices will be limited unless they are 

more involved in policy-making. 

Women‟s groups and women‟s movements have approached the state and pressurized it to frame pro-

women polices. While the state has framed seemingly pro-women policies, these have actually helped to break 

sexual stereotype and male-dominance. Neither of these policies has been able to achieve the objective of equality 

and development. Thus, women continue to have contradictory experiences with regard to the state policies. This 

raises the question as to how women should relate to state and what strategies should be adopted towards the 

state, on account of the unwillingness of the state to change the status quo to genuinely help women; doubts have 

been raised as to whether any more demands should be made to the state for more policies. It has been observed 

that due to various reasons (which include pressures of national, international, women‟s movement and studies of 

international aid agencies) political and electoral considerations. The state has resorted to symbolic policy-making 

and the process has co-opted women‟s movement vocabulary, terminology and agenda without bringing in any 

real changes in the lives of women. While this has provided the state with a pro-women image, it has a 

depoliticizing effect on the movement. These are real problems with regards to the state‟s dealing with women 

issues. The strategies described above would really empower women and bring them into the mainstream 

development. If employment, income and social security were improved, women would automatically become 

economically stronger which will lead them to become powerful forces in contributing to the social and economic 

development of India.  

EMPOWERMENT  

 Women and children who represent more than two thirds (67.70 per cent) of the country‟s population, 

constitute the most important target groups in the context of the present day developmental planning.  Thus their 

concerns are placed on the priority list of the country‟s developmental agenda.  Needless to say, they have the 

strength and support of the constitution.  As per 2001 Census, women as a separate target group, account for 

494.8 million and constitute 49 per cent of the country‟s total population.  Depending upon the developmental 

needs of the individual age groups, the entire female population has been categorized into five distinct sub-

groups, viz.  

1. Girl children in the age group of 0-14 years, constituting 37.8 per cent.  

2. Adolescent girls in the age group of 15-18 years, accounting for 9.5 per cent.  

3. Women in the reproductive age group 15-44 years, constituting 45.1 per cent.  

4. Women in the economically active age group of 15-59 years accounting for 55.5 per cent.  

5. The elderly women in the age group of 60+ constituting 6.7 per cent. 

 

The Indian women in general are poor, rural women in particular are relatively powerless with no control 

over resources and little decision-making power.  Often the decisions are imposed on them.  The prevailing 

patriarchal ideology which demands values of submission, sacrifice and silent suffering often undermines their 

capability and deprives them of their share of resources.  The forces of power may be termed as empowerment. 

Empowerment of women must be an integral part of sustainable human development.  
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WOMEN RESERVATION- 33% 

Clearly women‟s representation at the top of the governing structures is low with 10 percent of seats 

compared with 90 percent representation made by men. The entire process has to be streamlined and strengthened 

with financial support and training to develop leaders. The present quota system at the local level based on 

gender, caste, etc. is largely abused by men. School curriculum, colleges, and MLAs, MPs not connected to men 

leaders have to be developed through genuine education and skills with scholarships, training programs and 

centers of study, research, degrees like Bachelor and Master of Public Admin, Leadership, etc. Institutions and 

programs are needed but men leaders like the PM also have to give a chance to women and put them on top 10 

percent is too low. It will take much longer to have up stream flow of women leaders from grassroots to the top. 

Even many of the present district level women leaders, MLAs and MPs are relatives of men leaders. 

.The dismal figures for India has led some to call for passage of the Women‟s Reservation Bill, which 

would reserve 33 per cent of seats in the Lok Sabha and state assemblies for women. All India Democratic 

Women's Association (AIDWA) general secretary Sudha Sundararaman said „The government should stop paying 

lip service, and actually put words into action.‟ Indian Parliament will continue as a man's world. The level of 

political participation among women in any society acts as a reliable barometer of the health of its democracy. 

Thus in India, where there is 33 Per cent reservation for women in Local Bodies, in some states it has exceeded 

that number with women winning in general seats, like West Bengal (over 40 Per cent) and Kerala (over 35 per 

cent).This clearly indicates that women, if given a chance, can prove their mettle in the political arena. There are 

today over 10 lakh women in the panchayats and other elected local bodies in India. It is a positive feature that 59 

women have won in the 15th Lok Sabha elections, but if the Women‟s Reservation Bill, pending for the last 

twelve years,(recently passed in the Rajya Sabha and waiting for the approval of Lok Sabha) had been legislated 

by the last UPA government, as it had committed in its NCMP, the figure, 180, would have been three times 

more. With its victory in the elections and the support it is receiving from many parties, there is no reason why 

the UPA government should not be able to fulfill this commitment in its second tenure. Attempts to establish 

reservations for women in the Indian Parliament. 

YSR Kadapa Literacy Rate 2011 

The Average literacy rate of YSR Kadapa in 2011 was 67.30 compared to 62.83 of 2001. If things are 

looked out at gender wise, male and female literacy were 77.78 and 56.77 respectively. For 2001 census, equal 

figures stood at 75.83 and 49.54 in YSR Kadapa District. The total literate in YSR Kadapa District were 

1,716,766 of which male and female were 994,699 and 722,067 respectively. In 2001, YSR Kadapa District has 

1,420,752 in its district.  

YSRKadapa Sex Ratio 2011 

With regards to Sex Ratio in YSR Kadapa, it stood at 985 per 1000 male compared to 2001 census figure 

of 974. The average nationwide sex ratio in India is 940 as per most current reports of Census 2011 Directorate. 

In 2011 census, child sex ratio is 918 girls per 1000 boys compared to figure of 951 girls per 1000 boys of 2001 

census data.  
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YSR Kadapa Child Population 2011 

In the census details, the data regarding child under 0-6 age were also composed for all districts as well as 

YSR Kadapa. There were total 331,586 children below age of 0-6 against 340,663 of 2001 census. Of total 

331,586 male and female were 172,902 and 158,684 respectively. Child Sex Ratio as per census 2011 was 918 

compared to 951 of census 2001. In 2011, Children under 0-6 formed 11.50 percent of YSR Kadapa District 

compared to 13.09 percent of 2001.  

YSR Kadapa District Urban Population 2011 

Out of the total YSR Kadapa population for 2011 census, 33.97 percent lives in urban regions of district. 

In total 979,132 people lives in urban areas of which males are 492,084 and females are 487,048. Sex Ratio in 

urban region of YSR Kadapa district is 990 as per 2011 census data. Similarly child sex ratio in YSR Kadapa 

district was 918 in 2011 census. Child population (0-6) in urban region was 110,447 of which males and females 

were 57,597 and 52,850. This child population figure of YSR Kadapa district is 11.70 Per cent of total urban 

population. Average literacy rate in YSR Kadapa district as per census 2011 is 75.33 Per cent of which males and 

females are 83.72 Per cent and 66.94 Per cent literates respectively. In actual number 654,410 people are literate 

in urban area of which males and females are 363,759 and 290,651 respectively.  

YSR Kadapa District Rural Population 2011 

As per 2011 census, 66.03 Per cent population of YSR Kadapa district lives in rural areas of villages. The 

total YSR Kadapa district population living in rural areas is 1,903,337 of which males and females are 959,693 

and 943,644 respectively. In rural areas of YSR Kadapa district, sex ratio is 983 females per 1000 males. If child 

sex ratio data of YSR Kadapa district is considered, figure is 918 girls per 1000 boys. Adolescent population in 

the age 0-6 is 221,139 in rural areas of which males were 115,305 and females were 105,834. The child 

population comprises 12.01 Per cent of total rural population of YSR Kadapa district.  

 

OBJECTIVES 

The present study has set the following objectives. 

1. To study the Change of Social Status of SHGs in the study area. 

2. To study the decision making pattern of SHGs in the study area. 
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SAMPLING DESIGN 

     The methodology adopted includes the comparison between the positions of the sample beneficiary 

households of SHGs. Three-stage random sampling methods have been employed in the study. In the first stage 

Mandals have been selected and in the second and third stages, villages and beneficiary households have been 

selected. The Mandals in the district have been stratified into three groups, viz. Pullampeta Mandal a developed, 

Kondapuram Mandal a developing and Galiveedu Mandal an underdeveloped, on the basis of selected economic, 

human development and infrastructure development indicators. Three villages have been selected from each 

Mandal and from each 50 SHG beneficiary households have been selected by adopting random sampling 

procedure. A random sample of 450 beneficiary households (3 per cent of the total) was drawn from the list of 

DRDA (District Rural Development Agency). Finally 450 women SHG beneficiaries were selected to evaluate 

the exact impact of SHGs programme.  

CHANGE LIFESTYLE  

The change of life style after Joining SHGs in selected Mandals is shown in table-1. 

Table-1 

Change Life Style of the Beneficiaries After Joining SHGS 

S.No 
Change 

Life 
Pullampeta Kondapuram Galiveedu 

Grand 

Total 

1 

 

Yes 

102 

(68.00) 

142 

(94.70) 

130 

(86.70) 

374 

(83.10) 

2 

 

No 

48 

(32.00) 

8 

(5.30) 

20 

(13.30) 

76 

(16.90) 

Total 

150 

(100.00) 

150 

(100.00) 

150 

(100.00) 

450 

(100.00) 

                 Source: Primary data. 

Note: Figures in parentheses indicate percentages to the total number of beneficiaries.    
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 In the developed Mandal of Pullampeta, 102(68.00 per cent) beneficiaries have expressed change of life 

style after joining SHGs and 48(32.00 per cent) beneficiaries expressed that there is no change of life style even 

after joining SHGs. In the developing Mandal of Kondapuram, 142(94.70 per cent) beneficiaries have change life 

style after joining SHGs and only 8(5.30 per cent) beneficiaries expressed that there is no change of life style after 

joining SHGs. In the underdeveloped Mandal of Galiveedu, 130(86.70 per cent) beneficiaries have changed life 

style after joining SHGs and only 20(13.30 per cent) expressed that there is no change of life style even after 

joining SHGs. 

 In all three selected Mandals of Kadapa district, 374(83.10 per cent) beneficiaries got change in their life 

style after joining SHGs and 76(16.90 per cent) beneficiaries expressed that there is no change in their life style 

even after joining SHGs. It is concluded that majority of the beneficiaries i.e., 374(83.10 per cent) changed the 

life style after joining SHGs. 

ANY BENEFIT AFTER JOINING SHGs 

The benefits derived after joining SHGs in selected Mandals are shown in table-2. 

Table-2 

Benefits of Beneficiaries After Joining SHGs 

S.No 

Any Benefit 

from SHGs 
Pullampeta Kondapuram Galiveedu 

Grand 

Total 

1 

 

Yes 

133 

(88.70) 

145 

(96.70) 

137 

(91.30) 

415 

(92.20) 

2 

 

No 

17 

(11.30) 

5 

(3.30) 

13 

(8.70) 

35 

(7.80) 

Total 

150 

(100.00) 

150 

(100.00) 

150 

(100.00) 

450 

(100.00) 

                   Source: Primary data. 

Note: Figures in parentheses indicate percentages to the total number of  beneficiaries.     

In the developed Mandal of Pullampeta, 133(88.70 per cent) beneficiaries benefited after joining SHGs 

and only for 17(11.30 per cent) beneficiaries there is no benefit from joining SHGs. In the developing Mandal of 
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Kondapuram, 145(96.70 per cent) beneficiaries benefited after joining SHGs and for only 5(3.30 per cent) 

beneficiaries there is no benefit from joining SHGs. In the underdeveloped Mandal of Galiveedu, 137(91.30 per 

cent) beneficiaries got benefit after joining SHGs and only for 13(8.70 per cent) beneficiaries there is no benefit 

from joining SHGs. 

In all three selected Mandals of Kadapa district 415(92.20 per cent) beneficiaries benefit got after joining 

SHGs and only 35(7.80 per cent) beneficiaries have no benefits even after joining SHGs. It is concluded that 

415(92.20 per cent) beneficiaries have got benefit after joining SHGs. 

 DECISION-MAKING ON CHILDREN’S EDUCATION 

Decision-making on children‟s education by husband, wife, both and others is presented in table-3.  

In the Mandal-wisedecision-making on children by SHGs beneficiaries of the developed Mandal of 

Pullampeta, 55(36.60 per cent) SHGs women‟s husbands have taken decision on their children‟s education before 

SHGs period. Wives taken decision on children‟s education are very less at 28(18.70 per cent). Only 24(16.00 per 

cent) took decisions on children‟s education. Others, i.e., 43(28.70 per cent) also took decision on children‟s 

education.  

 In the developing Mandal of Kondapuram, highest number of husbands, i.e., 55(36.60 per cent) took 

decision on their children‟s education, followed by others 37(24.70 per cent), wife 35(23.40 per cent) and both 

23(15.30 per cent) respectively.  

In the underdeveloped Mandal of Galiveedu, highest number of husbands, i.e., 58(38.70 per cent) took 

decision on their children‟s education, followed by others 47(31.30 per cent), wife 25(16.70 per cent) and both 

20(13.30 per cent) respectively.  

Mandal-wise analysis shows that husband plays key role in decision-making on their children‟s education 

in before SHGs, followed by others, wife and both respectively. It is observed that wives (SHG women) role is 

very less in taking decisions on children‟s education compared to husband. 

After joining SHGs,  decision-making on children‟s by SHGs beneficiaries changed, developed Mandal of 

Pullampeta, 27(18.00 per cent) husbands of SHGs women have taken decision on their children‟s education after 

SHGs period. Wives taken decision on children‟s education are very high 59(39.30 per cent), 39(26.00 per cent) 

both took decision children‟s education. Others who took decision on children‟s education are 25(16.70 per cent). 
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Table-3. 

Decision Making Power of SHGs Women on Education (Before and After) 

Before joining SHGs After joining SHGs 

Decision 

Making 

on 

Education 

Pullampeta Kondapuram Galiveedu Total Pullampeta Kondapuram Galiveedu Total 

Husband 

55 

(36.60) 

55 

(36.60) 

58 

(38.70) 

168 

(37.30) 

27 

(18.00) 

27 

(18.00) 

27 

(18.00) 

81 

(18.00) 

Wife 

28 

(18.70) 

35 

(23.40) 

25 

(16.70) 

88 

(19.60) 

59 

(39.30) 

56 

(37.30) 

61 

(40.70) 

176 

(39.10) 

Both 

24 

(16.00) 

23 

(15.30) 

20 

(13.30) 

67 

(14.90) 

39 

(26.00) 

45 

(30.00) 

33 

(22.00) 

117 

(26.00) 

Others 

43 

(28.70) 

37 

(24.70) 

47 

(31.30) 

127 

(28.20) 

25 

(16.70) 

22 

(14.70) 

29 

(19.30) 

76 

(16.90) 

Total 

150 

(100.00) 

150 

(100.00) 

150 

(100.00) 

450 

(100.00) 

150 

(100.00) 

150 

(100.00) 

150 

(100.00) 

450 

(100.00) 

           Source: Primary data. 

Note: Figures in parentheses indicate percentages to the total number of   beneficiaries. 

In the developing Mandal of Kondapuram, highest number of wives 56(37.30 per cent) took decision on 

their children‟s education, followed by both 45(30.00 per cent), husband 27(18.00 per cent) and others 22(14.70 

per cent) respectively.  

           In the underdeveloped Mandal of Galiveedu, highest number of wives, i.e., 61(40.70 per cent) were took 

decision on their children‟s education, followed by both 33(22.00 per cent), husbands 27(18.00 per cent) and 

others 29(19.30 per cent) respectively.  
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Mandal-wise analysis shows that wives played a key role in decision-making on their children‟s education 

after joining SHGs, followed by both, husband and others respectively. It is observed that wife (SHGs women) 

role is very high in taking decisions on children‟s education when compared to husband.  

 

DECISION-MAKING ON SAVINGS  

Decision-making on household savings by husband, wife, both and others is depicted in table-4. 

Mandal-wisedecision-making onhouseholds‟ savings by SHGs beneficiaries before joining has been 

observed. In the developed Mandal of Pullampeta, 64(42.70 per cent) husbands of SHGs women have taken 

decision making on their house hold savings. Wives have taken decision on household‟s savings are very less 

than husband at 29(19.30 per cent). Only 27(18.00 per cent) both took decisions on by households savings. Others 

who took decision on households savings are 30(20.00 per cent). 

 In the developing Mandal of Kondapuram, highest number of husbands 59(39.30 per cent)   took decision 

on their household savings, followed by others 41(27.40 per cent), wife 27(18.00 per cent) and both 23(15.30 per 

cent) respectively.  

In the underdeveloped Mandal of Galiveedu, highest number of husbands i.e., 58(38.60 per cent) took 

decision on their household savings, followed by others 35(23.30 per cent), wife 35(23.30 per cent) and both 

22(14.80 per cent) respectively.  

Mandal wise analysis shows that husband is key role to take decision making on their house hold savings 

before joining SHGs, followed by others, wife and both respectively. It is observed that wife (SHG women) role 

is very less in taking decisions on house hold savings compared to husband. 
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Table-4 

Decision Making Power on Savings between SHGs Beneficiaries (Before and After) 

Before joining SHGs After joining SHGs 

Decision 

Making 

on 

Savings 

Pullampeta Kondapuram Galiveedu Total Pullampeta Kondapuram Galiveedu Total 

Husband 

64 

(42.70) 

59 

(39.30) 

58 

(38.60) 

181 

(40.20) 

28 

(18.70) 

30 

(20.00) 

38 

(25.30) 

96 

(21.30) 

Wife 

29 

(19.30) 

27 

(18.00) 

35 

(23.30) 

91 

(20.20) 

54 

(36.00) 

60 

(40.00) 

59 

(39.30) 

173 

(38.40) 

Both 

27 

(18.00) 

23 

(15.30) 

22 

(14.80) 

72 

(16.00) 

42 

(28.00) 

35 

(23.30) 

31 

(20.70) 

108 

(24.00) 

Others 

30 

(20.00) 

41 

(27.40) 

35 

(23.30) 

106 

(23.60) 

26 

(17.30) 

25 

(16.70) 

22 

(14.70) 

73 

(16.20) 

Total 

150 

(100.00) 

150 

(100.00) 

150 

(100.00) 

450 

(100.00) 

150 

(100.00) 

150 

(100.00) 

150 

(100.00) 

450 

(100.00) 

           Source: Primary data. 

Note: Figures in parentheses indicate percentages to the total number of   beneficiaries. 

Mandal-wise decision-making on households‟ savings by SHGs beneficiaries after joining has been 

observed. In the developed Mandal of Pullampeta 54(36.00 per cent) SHGs women have taken decision on their 

household savings. Husbands taken decision on households savings are 28(18.70 per cent) and very less than 

wives. Only 42(28.00 per cent) both took decisions in households savings. Others who took decision on 

household savings that are 26(17.30 per cent). 
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 In the developing Mandal of Kondapuram, highest number of wives, i.e., 60(40.00 per cent) took decision 

on their household savings, followed by both 35(23.30 per cent), husbands 30(20.00 per cent) and others 25(16.70 

per cent) respectively.  

In the underdeveloped Mandal of Galiveedu, highest number of wives, i.e., 59(39.30 per cent) took 

decision on their household savings, followed by husbands 38(25.30 per cent), both 31(20.70 per cent) and others 

22(14.70 per cent) respectively.  

Mandal-wise analysis shows that wives play a key role to take decision on their household savings in after 

SHGs, followed by both, husband and others respectively. It is observed that wife‟s (SHG women) role is very 

high in taking decisions on household savings compared to husband. 

DECISION-MAKING ON CHILDREN’S HEALTH  

Decision-making on children‟s health by husband, wife, both, and others is depicted in table-5. 

Before joining SHGs, the Mandal-wise decision-making on children‟s health by SHGs beneficiaries has 

been observed. In the developed Mandal of Pullampeta, 60(40.00 per cent) husbands of SHGs women have taken 

decision on their children‟s health before SHGs period. Wives have taken decision on children‟s health are 

26(17.30 per cent). Only in 25(16.70 per cent) cases both took decisions on children‟s health. Others who took 

decision on children‟s health that are 39(26.00 per cent). 

In the developing Mandal of Kondapuram, highest number of husbands i.e., 64(42.70 per cent) took 

decision on their children‟s health, followed by others 41(27.30 per cent), wife 26(17.30 per cent) and both 

19(12.70 per cent) respectively.  

In the underdeveloped Mandal of Galiveedu, highest number of husbands, i.e., 52(34.70 per cent) took 

decision on their children‟s health followed by others 45(30.00 per cent), wife 29(19.30 per cent) and both 

24(16.00 per cent) respectively. Mandal-wise analysis shows that husband is key role to take decision on their 

children‟s health before SHGs, followed by others, wife and both respectively. It is observed that wife‟s (SHG 

women) role is very less in taking decisions on children‟s health compared to husbands. 
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Table-5 

Decision Making Power on Health between SHGS Beneficiaries (Before and After)  

Before joining SHGs After joining SHGs 

Decision 

Making 

on 

Health 

Pullampeta Kondapuram Galiveedu Total Pullampeta Kondapuram Galiveedu Total 

Husband 

60 

(40.00) 

64 

(42.70) 

52 

(34.70) 

176 

(39.10) 

18 

(12.00) 

29 

(19.30) 

29 

(19.30) 

76 

(16.90) 

Wife 

26 

(17.30) 

26 

(17.30) 

29 

(19.30) 

81 

(18.00) 

77 

(51.30) 

54 

(36.00) 

62 

(41.30) 

193 

(42.90) 

Both 

25 

(16.70) 

19 

(12.70) 

24 

(16.00) 

68 

(15.10) 

25 

(16.70) 

40 

(26.70) 

28 

(18.70) 

93 

(20.70) 

Others 

39 

(26.00) 

41 

(27.30) 

45 

(30.00) 

125 

(27.80) 

30 

(20.00) 

27 

(18.00) 

31 

(20.70) 

88 

(19.50) 

Total 

150 

(100.00) 

150 

(100.00) 

150 

(100.00) 

450 

(100.00) 

150 

(100.00) 

150 

(100.00) 

150 

(100.00) 

450 

(100.00) 

           Source: Primary data. 

Note: Figures in parentheses indicate percentages to the total number of   Beneficiaries. 

After joining the SHGs, Mandal-wise decision-making on children‟s health by SHGs beneficiaries is 

changed. In the developed Mandal of Pullampeta, 18(12.00 per cent) husbands of SHGs women have taken 

decision on their children‟s health after SHGs period. Wives have taken decision on children‟s health are 

77(51.30 per cent) and higher than husbandsand 25(16.70 per cent) both took decision on children‟s education. 

Others who took decision on children‟s health are 30(20.00 per cent). 
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In the developing Mandal of Kondapuram, highest number of wives, i.e. 54(36.00 per cent) took decision 

on their children‟s health, followed by both 40(26.70 per cent), husband 29(19.30 per cent) and others 27(18.00 

per cent) respectively.  

In the underdeveloped Mandal of Galiveedu, highest number of wives, i.e., 62(41.30 per cent) took 

decision on their children‟s health, followed by both 28(18.70 per cent), husbands 29(19.30 per cent) and others 

31(20.70 per cent) respectively.  

Mandal-wise analysis shows that wife is key role to take decision on their children‟s health after joining 

SHGs, followed by both, husband and others respectively. It is observed that wife‟s (SHGs women) role is very 

high in taking decisions on children‟s health compared to husband. 

 DECISION MAKING ON SOCIAL STATUS  

 Decision making on social status by husband, wife, both and others is depicted in the table-6. 

The table reveals the Mandal-wise decision-making on social status by SHGs Beneficiaries of developed 

Mandal of Pullampeta. About 50(33.30 per cent) husbands of SHGs women's have taken decision on social status 

before SHGs period.  Wives taken decision on social status are 25(16.70 per cent) and lower than husbands.  Only 

in 30(20.00 per cent) cases both took decisions on social status. Others who also took decision on social status are 

45(30.00 per cent). 

In the developing Mandal of Kondapuram, highest number of husbands i.e., 60(40.00 per cent) took 

decision on social status, followed by others 37(24.70 per cent), wife 18(12.00 per cent) and both 35(23.30 per 

cent). In the underdeveloped Mandal of Galiveedu, highest number of husbands took decision on their social 

status are 58(38.70 per cent) followed by others 36(24.00 per cent), wife, 22(14.70 per cent) and both 34(22.60 

per cent) respectively.   

After joining SHGs in Pullampeta Mandal, 23(15.30 per cent) husbands of SHGs women have taken 

decision on social status.After joining SHGs period wives have taken decision on social status are very high 

68(45.30 per cent) than husband and 40(26.70 per cent) of both and others 19(12.70 per cent). 
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Table-6 

Decision Making Power on Social Status between SHGs Beneficiaries (Before and After)  

Before joining SHGs After joining SHGs 

Decision 

Making  

on Social 

Status 

Pullampeta Kondapuram Galiveedu Total Pullampeta Kondapuram Galiveedu Total 

Husband 

50 

(33.30) 

60 

(40.00) 

58 

(38.70) 

168 

(37.30) 

23 

(15.30) 

28 

(18.70) 

23 

(15.30) 

74 

(16.40) 

Wife 

25 

(16.70) 

18 

(12.00) 

22 

(14.70) 

65 

(14.40) 

68 

(45.30) 

63 

(42.00) 

64 

(42.70) 

195 

(43.30) 

Both 

30 

(20.00) 

35 

(23.30) 

34 

(22.60) 

99 

(22.00) 

40 

(26.70) 

40 

(26.60) 

40 

(26.70) 

120 

(26.70) 

Others 

45 

(30.00) 

37 

(24.70) 

36 

(24.00) 

118 

(26.30) 

19 

(12.70) 

19 

(12.70) 

23 

(15.30) 

61 

(13.60) 

Total 

150 

(100.00) 

150 

(100.00) 

150 

(100.00) 

450 

(100.00) 

150 

(100.00) 

150 

(100.00) 

150 

(100.00) 

450 

(100.00) 

         Source: Primary data. 

Note: Figures in parentheses indicate percentages to the total number of   beneficiaries. 

 In Kondapuram Mandal, highest number of wives, i.e., 63(42.00 per cent) took decision on their social 

status, followed by both 40(26.70 per cent), husband 28(18.60 per cent) and others 19(12.70 per cent). In T. 

Galiveedu Mandal, highest number of wives, i.e., 64(42.70 per cent) took decision on their social status, followed 

by both 40(26.70 per cent), husband 23(15.30 per cent) and others 23(15.30 per cent) respectively.   

            Mandal-wise analysis shows that husband is key role in take decision making on their social status before 

SHGs. And wife is key role in take decision making on their social status after joining SHGs. The decision-

making role shifted from husband to wives after joining SHGs. 
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CONCLUSION 

The Women and children who represent more than two thirds (67.70 per cent) of the country‟s population, 

constitute the most important target groups in the context of the present day developmental planning.  Thus their 

concerns are placed on the priority list of the country‟s developmental agenda.  Needless to say, they have the 

strength and support of the constitution.  That the wife (SHGs women) role is very high in taking decisions on 

children‟s education when compared to husband. Wives play a key role to take decision on their household 

savings in after SHGs, followed by both, husband and others respectively. It was observed that wife‟s (SHG 

women) role is very high in taking decisions on household savings compared to husband. The wife is key role to 

take decision on their children‟s health after joining SHGs, followed by both, husband and others respectively. 

And wife is key role in take decision making on their social status after joining SHGs. The decision-making role 

shifted from husband to wives after joining SHGs. 

REFERENCES 

1. World Development Report (1978), The World Bank, Yearbook of Labour Statistics, August, 

Washington D.C. 

2. Haridas, R. and Fudrick, J.(2008), „Empowerment of Women Through SHGs in Madurai District – An 

Empirical Analysis‟, in „Emerging Dimensions of SHGs‟ Dominant Publishes and Distributors, New 

Delhi. 

3. Usharani, K. (2008), „Marketing Strategies and Financial Viability of SHGs‟, Sarup and Sons, New 

Delhi. 

4. Sreeramulu, G.(2008), „Empowerment of Women through Self-Help Groups‟, Kalpana Publications, 

New Delhi.  

5. Frances Sinha (2009), „Micro Finance Self-Help Groups in India - Living up to their Promise‟, 

Practical Action Publishers, New Delhi. 

6. Tanya Jakimow andPatrick Kilby(2011) “Developmental Initiatives and Sericulture in a South Indian 

Village, South Asia Research, Nove. 

 

7. Klaus Deininger and Yanyan Liu (2012), “Evaluating Program Impacts on Mature Self-help Groups in 

India”, Bank Eco. Rev. first published online: October 31, 2012. 

 

8. Purna Chandra Parida and Anushree Sinha (2010), “Performance and Sustainability of Self-Help 

Groups in India: A Gender Perspective, Asian Development Review. 

 

 

http://ijg.sagepub.com/search?author1=Patrick+Kilby&sortspec=date&submit=Submit
http://wber.oxfordjournals.org/search?author1=Klaus+Deininger&sortspec=date&submit=Submit
http://wber.oxfordjournals.org/search?author1=Yanyan+Liu&sortspec=date&submit=Submit
http://econpapers.repec.org/RAS/ppu83.htm
http://econpapers.repec.org/RAS/psi276.htm
http://econpapers.repec.org/article/risadbadr/


 North Asian International Research Journal of Multidisciplinary   ISSN: 2454 - 2326    Vol. 1, Issue 5 October 2015 

 North Asian International research Journal consortium www.nairjc.com 18 

9. Savitha Balasubramanian (2012), “Self Help Groups and their Role in Socio Economic 

Empowerment- A Study in the States of Andhra Pradesh and Tamil Nadu, The International Journal‟s 

Research Journal of Social Science and Management. 

 

10. Ajai Nair (2005), „Sustainability of Microfinance Self-help groups in India: Would Federating Help?‟, 

World Bank Policy Research Working Paper, 3516, February. 

 

11. Ritu Jain, R.K., Kushawaha and Srivastava, A.K., (2003), “Socioeconomic Impact through Self-help 

groups”, Yojana, Vol.47, No.7, July. 

 

12. Zubair Meenai (2003), „Empowering Rural Women – An Approach to Empowering Women through 

Credit-based Self-help Groups‟, AakarBooks, Delhi. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 North Asian International Research Journal of Multidisciplinary   ISSN: 2454 - 2326    Vol. 1, Issue 5 October 2015 

 North Asian International research Journal consortium www.nairjc.com 19 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      
      Publish Research Article 
 

Dear Sir/Mam, 

 

We invite unpublished Research Paper,Summary of Research 

Project,Theses,Books and Book Review for publication.  

 
 
 
Address:-Ashak Hussain Malik House No-221, Gangoo Pulwama - 192301 

Jammu & Kashmir, India 

Cell: 09086405302, 09906662570, 
Ph No: 01933212815 

Email: nairjc5@gmail.com, info@nairjc.com 

Website: www.nairjc.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


