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THE ROLE OF JOURNALISM IN A FREE AND DEMOCRATIC SOCIETY 

ALOK KUMAR 

ABSTRACT 

Journalism is the practice of collecting, processing, and presenting information in a news medium. It is a 

vital part of a free and democratic society, as it provides citizens with the information, they need to make 

informed decisions about their lives. Journalism also holds those in power accountable, by reporting on 

corruption and wrongdoing. 

In recent years, the news media has faced a number of challenges, including the rise of social media, the 

decline in advertising revenue, and the spread of misinformation. However, these challenges do not 

diminish the importance of journalism. In fact, they make it more important than ever for journalists to 

uphold the highest standards of accuracy, fairness, and transparency. 

This paper will discuss the role of journalism in a free and democratic society, the challenges facing the 

news media today, and the future of journalism. It will argue that journalism is essential to a healthy 

democracy, and that it must be protected from those who would seek to silence it. 
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INTRODUCTION 

Journalism is the practice of collecting, processing, and presenting information in a news medium. The word 

journalism comes from the French word "journel," which means "daily." Journalism is a vital part of a free and 

democratic society. It provides citizens with the information they need to make informed decisions about their 

lives. 

HISTORY OF JOURNALISM 

The history of journalism can be traced back to the ancient world. In ancient Greece, for example, there were 

writers who would travel from city to city, telling stories and reporting on current events. The first newspapers 
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were published in Europe in the 17th century. These newspapers were often small and handwritten, but they 

played an important role in spreading information. 

In the 19th century, the invention of the printing press led to a revolution in journalism. Newspapers became more 

widespread, and they began to report on a wider range of topics. The 20th century saw the rise of radio and 

television, which brought news to even more people. 

TYPES OF JOURNALISM 

There are many different types of journalism. Some of the most common types include: 

• News journalism: This is the most common type of journalism. News journalists report on current events 

and breaking news. 

• Investigative journalism: This type of journalism involves digging deep into a story to uncover hidden 

truths. Investigative journalists often work on long-term projects, and they may face threats and 

intimidation from those they are investigating. 

• Feature journalism: This type of journalism tells in-depth stories about people and places. Feature 

journalists often use a narrative style to tell their stories. 

• Opinion journalism: This type of journalism expresses the opinions of the writer. Opinion journalists may 

write editorials, columns, or op-eds. 

THE ROLE OF JOURNALISM IN A FREE SOCIETY 

Journalism plays a vital role in a free and democratic society. It provides citizens with the information they need 

to make informed decisions about their lives. Journalism also holds those in power accountable. By reporting on 

corruption and wrongdoing, journalists can help to make sure that the government is working for the people. 

CHALLENGES FACING JOURNALISM 

The news media is facing a number of challenges today. One of the biggest challenges is the rise of social media. 

Social media has made it easier for people to share news and information, but it has also made it easier for 

misinformation to spread. 

Another challenge facing journalism is the decline in advertising revenue. As more and more people get their 

news online, traditional news organizations are losing advertising revenue. This has made it difficult for news 

organizations to maintain their operations. 
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THE FUTURE OF JOURNALISM 

The future of journalism is uncertain. However, there are a number of things that can be done to ensure that 

journalism remains strong in the years to come. One important thing is to support independent journalism. 

Independent journalists are not beholden to advertisers or political interests, and they are more likely to produce 

high-quality journalism. 

Another important thing is to educate the public about the importance of journalism. People need to understand 

that journalism is essential to a free and democratic society. If people understand the value of journalism, they 

will be more likely to support it. 

CONCLUSION 

Journalism is a vital part of a free and democratic society. It provides citizens with the information they need to 

make informed decisions about their lives. Journalism also holds those in power accountable. By reporting on 

corruption and wrongdoing, journalists can help to make sure that the government is working for the people. 

The future of journalism is uncertain, but there are a number of things that can be done to ensure that journalism 

remains strong in the years to come. One important thing is to support independent journalism. Another important 

thing is to educate the public about the importance of journalism. If people understand the value of journalism, 

they will be more likely to support it. 
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