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ABSTRACT: 

The Right to Information Act (RTI) 2005 in India is a significant legislation aimed at promoting 

transparency, accountability, and citizen empowerment. This research paper provides an overview of the RTI 

Act, its historical context, and the evolution of the right to information in India. The paper examines the 

achievements and challenges faced in its implementation and highlights its impact on governance and citizen 

engagement. Additionally, this paper explores potential measures to strengthen and enhance the 

effectiveness of the RTI Act for the betterment of Indian democracy. 
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1. INTRODUCTION: 

The Right to Information Act 2005 was enacted with the objective of promoting transparency and 

accountability in government functioning. This section provides an introduction to the Act, its historical 

background, and the role of the RTI Act in empowering citizens to access information and participate in the 

democratic process. 
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2. EVOLUTION OF THE RIGHT TO INFORMATION IN INDIA: 

This section traces the historical evolution of the right to information in India, starting from the incorporation 

of Article 19(1)(a) in the Constitution and the early attempts to access information through judicial 

pronouncements. It also examines the advocacy and public demand that led to the enactment of the RTI Act in 

2005. 

3. SALIENT FEATURES OF THE RTI ACT:  

In this section, the key provisions and salient features of the RTI Act are discussed. The paper elaborates on 

the process of filing an RTI application, the scope of information covered, exemptions, and the role of public 

authorities in facilitating the right to information. 

4. ACHIEVEMENTS AND IMPACT OF THE RTI ACT: 

The RTI Act has had significant achievements in enhancing transparency and accountability in government 

functioning. This section highlights success stories and case studies where the RTI Act has been instrumental 

in exposing corruption, bringing about policy changes, and empowering citizens to participate in decision-

making processes. 

5. CHALLENGES FACED IN IMPLEMENTATION: 

Despite its successes, the RTI Act faces several challenges in its implementation. This section addresses issues 

like delays in response to RTI applications, increasing appeals, lack of awareness among citizens, and misuse 

of the Act by vested interests. 

6. STRENGTHENING THE RTI ACT: 

To further improve the effectiveness of the RTI Act, this section presents potential measures and 

recommendations. It discusses the need for proactive disclosure of information, capacity building for public 

authorities, leveraging technology for smoother implementation, and fostering a culture of transparency within 

the government. 

7. FUTURE PROSPECTS: 

This section outlines the future prospects of the RTI Act in India. It discusses the need for continuous efforts to 

protect and strengthen the right to information, ensuring its sustainability and effectiveness in the changing 

socio-political landscape of the country. 

8. CONCLUSION: 

The Right to Information Act 2005 has emerged as a potent tool in fostering transparency, accountability, and 

citizen engagement in India. While it has achieved commendable milestones, there remain challenges to be 

addressed for its continued success. By acknowledging and overcoming these challenges, India can build a 
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more robust and participatory democracy, making the RTI Act a cornerstone of good governance and 

responsible citizenship. 
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