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ABSTRACT 

Despite the limited manufacturing capability of Small arms and other military hard wares in West Africa 

and Nigeria, the proliferation of Small Arms and light weapons continues to persist, which led to the rise of 

many militia groups that result in the destruction of lives and properties. It is recorded that the Boko Haram 

sect has killed over 27,000 people since their awakening in 2009 even though theNigeria legal system does 

not allow the possession of fire arms by persons other than security operatives and individuals licensed by 

police authority, there has been an increase in the proliferation of small arms in Nigeria since 2015. This 

paper therefore seeks to discuss the impacts of proliferation of Small Arms in West Africa and Nigeria. The 

paper was organized in a thematic structure and aims to recommend ways to tackle the problem of the 

proliferation of small arms in West Africa and Nigeria using the library literature method. Findings show 

that the issues of banditry, kidnapping and insurgency have greatly increased in these regions. Also, the 

recommendations proffered at the end of this research work can serve as a guide to the government in 

formulating policies in this regard. This paper advocates for the tackling of the root problems that brings 

about the proliferation of small arms. The paper concludes that crimes and lawlessness have exacerbated by 

the proliferation of small arms in Nigeria. The world being a globalized village has aided the proliferation of 

small arms, even though states are fighting to curb the menace all over the world. The paper recommends 

that the Nigerian state must be proactive and treat as urgent the root causes of instability in Nigeria, the 

porous borders must be manned with the civilian cooperation. The government and the people of Nigeria 

must consciously choose development and put aside all differences in order to be relevant in the comity of 

nations. 
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INTRODUCTION  

The advent of globalization and the rise of internet have promoted the interaction of sovereign states. Though 

globalization has its positives on say economic development, it also has some negatives such as terrorism on a 

global and local scale. This struggle for balance has created a surge in the debate on whether the fruit of 

globalization is causing more harm than good. Such discussions have given rise to nationalist movements that saw 

for example, the election of Donald Trump. The core of the argument is centred on issues of migration, terrorist 

activities and the security of nations. The notion that a globalized world enhances development is now being 

challenged by many negative happenings. Africa though underdeveloped is not exempted from participating in 

the international affairs. The continent grapples between poor government policies to terrorist infiltration and the 

free flow of small arms and light weapons that have caused untold hardships and innumerable losses. The side 

effect of such proliferations has been the lingering civil wars. Almost all parts of Africa suffer from the 

proliferation of small arms which has become a menace to the society. The side effects of small arms are the 

increasing rate of violence in Nigeria, Africa‟s most populous nation. According to SBM Intelligence, the number 

of small arms in circulation in Nigeria, in the hands of civilian non-state actors is estimated at 6,145,000 while the 

armed forces and law enforcement collectively account for 586,000 firearms (OMILANA, 2020).  

LITERATURE REVIEW 

The absurdity of the proliferation of small arms within West African states is that production of military hardware 

is highly limited for lack of sophisticated industrial facilities and defence components are mostly imports from 

Europe and America. Yet it appears that every agitation within the West African region has an easy access to 

small arms and light weapons. This seeming unlimited access has seen the rise of various armed groups with the 

deadliest being Boko Haram, a group that killed over 27,000 people since 2009 (Times, 2021).  

Small arms and light weapons are described by the United Nations as “any man‟s portable lethal weapon that 

expels or launches, is designed to expel or launch, or may be readily converted to expel or launch a shot, bullet or 

projectile by the action of an explosive, excluding antique small arms and light weapons or their replicas” (Aning, 

2010). These weapons are specifically made for individual use; hence they are designed to be less complicated. 

The UN panel of government experts on small arms considers Small arms and light weapons as; “Those weapons 

ranging from knives, clubs and matches to weapons particularly below the calibre of 100millimeter, small arms 

are those weapons manufactured to military specification and designed for use by one person” (Reno, 1999). The 

Royal Military College of Science sees small arms as “Man‟s portable, largely shoulder controlled weapon of up 

to 12.7millimeter (0.5inches) calibre, such weapons generally have a flat trajectory and an effective operational 

range of 0 to 800 meters although this varies considerably with calibre and weapon type. Certain weapons can 

also provide neutralizing fire up to 1800meters” (Reno, 1999). The Bureau of Political-Military Affairs of US 

Department of State views small arms and light weapons “As encompassing man portable firearms and their 

ammunition primarily designed for individual use by military forces as lethal weapons. It further explains that a 

typical list of small arms would include self-loading pistols, rifles and carbines, submachine guns, assault rifles 

and light machine guns (Aning, 2010). 

From the above descriptions, the meaning of small arms does not have a generally acceptable interpretation. With 

technological advancement, different schools of thought have argued that small arms in this age and time have 

gone past knives, clubs and matches and now includes the use of heavy machine guns, hand-held under-barrel and 
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mounted grenade launchers, portable anti-aircraft guns, portable anti-tank guns, recoilless rifles, portable 

launchers of anti-tank missile and rocket systems, portable launchers of anti-aircraft missile systems, and mortars 

of a calibre of less than 100 millimetres. Such schools argue from the perspective of the extent of damage 

insurgent groups‟ cause in the use of these weapons. ISWAP split from Boko Haram in 2016 has become a 

dominant group. The violence they cause has spread into neighbouring Niger, Chad and Cameroon, prompting a 

regional military coalition to fight the militants. At least 36,000 people have been killed in the conflict, which has 

displaced about two million from their homes since 2009 (Vanguard, 2021). Such displacement causes untold 

suffering and has grievous economic consequences.  

SMALL ARMS IN WEST AFRICA 

Virginia Gamba, a former director of the Arms Management Programme of the South African Institute for 

Security Studies (ISS) argues that "the proliferation of light weapons in Africa poses a major threat to 

development (Renuwal, 2011). This situation is further exacerbated by the International Action Network on Small 

Arms, Safer world, and Oxfam International when their research shows that armed conflict cost Africa $18 billion 

each year and about US$300 billion between1990 and 2005. The ECOWAS region has seen heightened 

proliferation of small arms for over a decade and an estimated 93,000 firearms are kept privately by citizens. 

Between 2005 and 2010, a handful of Kalashnikov rifles, Berretta guns, AK-47 and 28 long pistols were seized 

from private hands (Aborhey, 2019). In 2009, 10,000 ammunitions and 400 pistols were seized and these were 

only a portion of the reported 60,000 guns kept by non-state actors in Togo as at March 2011 (Aborhey, 2019). 

Nigeria found 13 loaded containers with 120mm, 80mm, and 60mm mortars, 107mm rockets and small arms 

ammunition at a port in Lagos few years ago (Aborhey, 2019).  

The United Nations estimates that of the 500 million illicit weapons in Africa, 100 million are in Sub-Sahara 

Africa, with eight to ten million concentrated in the West Africa sub region alone (Aborhey, 2019). This goes 

against the historically perceived culture of hospitality of the West Africa sub region which continues to pose the 

question of how the region experiences such a dramatic change. In West Africa today, there are two sources of 

small arms: the imported arms and the locally made arms. Harnischfeger (2010) in his work, „Balance of Terror‟, 

Rival militias and vigilantes in Nigeria, agrees to the two sources of small arms mentioned earlier. Balance of 

terror is a situation in which a threat of mutual annihilation between nations or groups, that often leads to arms 

race. 

This proliferation of small arms has brought about agitations from political groups, perceived ethnic segregation, 

economic struggle, religious bigotry and aggression which further creates insurgent groups within the West 

African region. Leaders of such groups become the primary actors for the distribution of small arms. At other 

times, government components become perpetuators and ring leaders in the proliferation of small arms within the 

West African region.  In the Niger Delta region of Nigeria for example, local and state politicians, oil merchants, 

local oil racketeers and security agents are the main culprits in the smuggling of Small arms (Isumonah, 2013). In 

Liberia during the 1990s crisis, news outlets reported that the key distributors of small arms were security agents 

(Isumonah, 2013) who never stopped the chain of local manufacturing and distribution of small arms and light 

weapons. 

The casualties recorded in the use of Small arms have made the tag placed on nuclear weapons as weapons of 

mass destruction seem ironic. Nuclear weapons have not recorded any catastrophe since the bombing of 
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Hiroshima and Nagasaki in present day Japan by the United States of America in the ending days of the Second 

World War in 1945. In that bombing, an estimated two hundred and twenty thousand people were killed while 

small arms and light weapons have killed an estimated three million men, women and particularly children since 

1990. To this end, scholars have argued that the real weapon of mass destruction is an effect of the proliferation 

of small arms and light weapons. An estimated 2.2 million loss of lives were recorded in Cote d'Ivoire, Liberia, 

Sierra Leone and other countries in West Africa through civil wars. In only the Sierra Leonean civil war, 30,000 

people were amputated, and more than 200,000 women were victims of sexual violence (Isumonah, 2013). In the 

end, it is safe to say that the persistence and complications of wars in Africa are partially due to small arms 

proliferation. 

SMALL ARMS IN NIGERIA 

The proliferation of small arms in Nigeria has caused the rise in violence which has led to numerous deaths, mass 

displacement, economic backwardness, poverty and a host of other negatives. This proliferation has led to 

communal clashes, cultism, kidnappings, ethnic and religious clashes, militancy in the Niger Delta, Boko Haram, 

indigenous peoples of Biafra, bandits and killer herdsmen. SBM Intelligence and Open Society Initiative for West 

Africa (OSIWA) conducted a study into the proliferation of small arms in Nigeria, and the reports see a direct link 

between the proliferation of small arms and mass migration.  

There are estimated one million (Ebo, 2006, Mensah, 2002) to three million (Obasi, 2002, p. 69) small arms and 

light weapons in circulation in Nigeria alone as of 2002. This number has seemed tremendous increase. Civilians 

possess most weapons in the country. A 2001 estimate claimed that 80 per cent of the weapons in civilian 

possession had been obtained illegally (Obasi, 2002, p. 69), because of strict laws on civilian possession. Given 

the difficulty in legally owning a gun, most small arms in Nigeria are believed to be held illegally. Small arms in 

Nigeria are sourced either locally or imported. Imported weapons enter the country via sea and land boarders and 

into the hands of armed groups, national dealers, political and community leaders, and individuals. Locally 

manufactured weapons are also proliferated. There are a few well-known craft production markets in Nigeria, 

including Katsina, Kaduna, and Calabar (Hazen, 2007).  

One primary centre for craft production is Awka in Anambra state. Awka has been a centre for craft production 

since the Nigeria-Biafra civil war in the late 1960s, when Awka produced explosives. Since then, the expertise for 

local production has remained a family business, with knowledge of fabrication techniques passed down through 

generations (Hazen, 2007). 

The reasons for the proliferation of small arms in Nigeria are not farfetched. Politics and economic reasons stand 

out as the major causes. In the Northern Central region, there have been tensions between sedentary farmers and 

nomadic Fulani herders who are increasingly moving southwards due to climate change pressures to access 

pastureland (SBM, 2021). These tensions have led to armed confrontations, mass killings and displacement of 

some farming communities. There have also been cases of cattle rustling by armed groups, leading to violent 

clashes between rustlers and Fulani herders. Apart from violent confrontation between Fulani herders and local 

farming communities, the North Central zone is rife with ethnic militias, making it a hotbed for violent ethnic and 

religious clashes facilitated using small arms. This geopolitical zone accounts for some of the highest levels of 



 
North Asian International Research Journal of Business Economics & Management ISSN: 2277-1018 Vol. 6, Issue 1, Jan. 2022 

 

North Asian International research Journal consortiums www.nairjc.com 
 

5 

violence involving communal groups, with communal militias accounting for over 40% of political violence 

according to reports (SBM, 2021). 

The activities of the Boko Haram sect have shown the damage the proliferation of small arms can cause. In 2014, 

the International Rescue Committee (IRC) estimated that as many as 1,000 refugees in a week flee Nigeria mainly 

because of violence from Boko Haram, crossing the border into Niger‟s Diffa region to seek refuge (SBM, 2021). 

Since 2015, the activities of bandits and violent herdsmen have seen the effect of the proliferation of small arms 

and light weapons. In the incoming pages, we will discuss the effect of the proliferation of small arms in Nigeria 

especially in the light of recent events and the current security situation of the Nigerian state.  

FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION 

The weakness and fragile nature of the Nigerian state especially in its failure to deliver good governance has 

resulted in the continuous proliferation of Small arms. Although Nigeria‟s legal system does not encourage 

possession of firearms by persons other than security operatives and individuals licensed by police authority, 

there have been cases of illegal possession of arms in the country (Egbuta, 2019). These small arms have caused 

untold suffering, deaths and displacement all over Nigeria. An increase in the proliferation of small arms which 

seems to be on the rise in recent times will increase rate of casualties resulting from such usage. Scholars regard 

state as a failed one if the security architecture is unable to tackle the damages caused by proliferation of small 

arms and light weapons. This is because the primary responsibility of any government is to protect lives and 

property. Below are some of the impacts of proliferation of small arms in Nigeria: 

BOKO HARAM/ ISWAP 

 

Since 2009, Nigeria has been battling with the excesses of the Boko Haram Sect, which started in the North 

Eastern States of Nigeria but has affected directly or indirectly almost all regions of the country. From the year 

2014 up to 202, Nigeria has witnessed the vulnerability of terror, criminality and instability. These disheartening 

phenomena include, but not limited to the devastation and annihilations of several towns, villages, churches, 

mosques, Police Stations, schools and other public institutions with Improvised Explosive Devices (IED) bombs 

planted and small arms and light weapons (Abiodun, 2018). 

With the use of small arms, the Boko Haram sect has kept tens of thousands of civilians subjected to both 

physical and psychological brutality. In the towns under their control, Boko Haram imposed restrictions on 

residents' freedom of movement. The availability of small arms especially with the free movement of people 

across neighbouring countries of Chad, the government and people of Nigeria experience multiple attacks on 

civilians and military formations. By March 2018, there was a split of the Boko Haram Sect. The followers of 

Abu Musab Al-Barnawi formed the Islamic State for West African Province (ISWAP) and were mostly located 

around the Lake Chad while the followers of Abubakar Shekau (Boko Haram) who is said to have been killed by 

the ISWAP group, operated mainly in Southern Borno State. The division has seen the activities of this terrorist 

sect expand leading to more deaths and sufferings not just in Nigeria but the entire Lake Chad Basin.  

Without necessarily undermining the efforts of the Nigerian Military force, it is difficult to say that the Nigerian 

Military has had massive gains against insurgents. In December 2015, Nigeria triumphantly announced it 
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“technically defeated” Boko Haram. In another message the Nigerian Army Theater Commander announced that 

Boko Haram was now “completely defeated” after coalition forces drove them out of Sambisa Forest once again. 

(Duncan, 2018). Despite such claims and many more, the Boko Haram Sect according to BBC Monitoring have 

become more frequent and deadly between 2019 and 2021.Boko Haram continues to pose a significant challenge 

to the sovereignty of Nigeria. Well over 37,000 people have been killed, with millions displaced to Internally 

Displaced Persons‟ and refugee camps. The conflict is internationalized, localized as it is around Lake Chad 

which Nigeria shares with three French-speaking countries—Niger, Chad and Cameroon (Ali, 2021).  

BANDITRY  

Since 2015, Nigeria has seen the violent activities of “Bandits” all over the country joining a long going list 

that includes Boko Haram, cultists, herdsmen, kidnappers and militants. In different parts of the North -

West, from Birnin-Gwari in Kaduna to Tsafe in Zamfara, to Nasarawa and Niger and now the Federal 

Capital Territory, bandits have become the immediate bane threatening the nation‟s survival. The bandits 

who are alleged to be mostly Fulani and who when arrested always claim to be acting as agents to other criminal 

elements in the society get access to small arms from their principals, who are either politicians, traditional rulers 

or security agents. That is why when banditry is mentioned in Nigeria, the Fulani herdsmen come to mind. This is 

also not unconnected to the struggle of land, water and other scarce resources between herders and famers. It is 

true that this famer-herder crisis is not peculiar to the Nigerian state nor new, the violence that has been recorded 

in the last few years is worrisome and problematic to the nation.  

According to Abaenogbe (2021), in Zamfara State alone, with the influx of small arms, over 8,000 women have 

been made widows by the bandits while 16,000 children have become orphans since 2009. The bandits have 

killed at least 5,000 people and injured more than 9,000 others.  Also, over 10,000 houses and silos were 

destroyed by them. Similarly, about 17 people were killed when the bandits invaded Sherere community in 

Katsina State. They also set ablaze many houses in the area. In Kaduna State, kidnappers have literally taken 

control of the Kaduna-Abuja Highway and rendered it almost impassable by motorists (Abaenogbe, 2021). In 

Benue state, Plateau and Niger State, no fewer than 58 persons were killed following bandits‟ attacks on villages. 

Military and police officers are not left out in the killings. Gunmen suspected to be bandits have killed one officer 

and 10 soldiers who were on a routine stabilisation operation task in Benue State. This has been the recurrent 

news in the whole of Nigeria.  

To make matters worse, On February 4, 2021, the nation was assaulted with vital reports and images of a meeting 

by a respected Kaduna based Islamic cleric, Sheikh Ahmad Gumi with heavily armed bandits in Zamfara forests. 

While on the face value, the cleric can be commended in making moves aimed at preaching peace to the bandits, 

the images that followed the reports were not just disturbing but equally alarming. The bandits, brandishing 

automatic weapons, were reported to have complained about how their people, Fulani are being treated by the 

Nigerian government (Abaenogbe, 2021). 

KIDNAPPING  

The menace of kidnapping has been on the increase in Nigeria unlike before. This can be attributed to the 

proliferation of small arms in recent years. The act of kidnapping has become a lucrative business that has 
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become rampant and prevalent. It is fair to say that the issue of kidnapping is not new in Nigeria; it has only 

become rampant after 2015.Kidnappersin Nigeria target the white people, students, political appointees and 

traditional rulers. This is because the people are viewed as individuals or groups that can afford to pay substantial 

amounts for ransom. Also, it is important to note that kidnapping in Nigeria is not only centred on financial 

reasons as people in various parts of the country have been reported to have been kidnapped for ritual purposes, 

political reasons, rape, religious, amongst others (Infoguide,2021). 

ARMED ROBBERY  

Another security threat that is plaguing the country is armed robbery using all sorts of small arms and light 

weapons. Only recently, a new trend of robbery which was quite different in outlook occurred at Ogolonto area of 

Ikorodu, Lagos State, when a lady reportedly led the gang to the banks and stayed outside while the two-hour 

operation lasted. The leader of the gang was said to have sat down in front of the bank bragging, and no security 

officer was able to confront her. It was disclosed that the gang that carried out the robbery consisted about 15 

youngsters, all in their early 20s (Aborhey, 2019). Finding a legal job in Nigeria has become problematic. Young 

people after graduation from school become frustrated with lack of readily available jobs. Due to their youthful 

agility, many young people in a bit to survive engage in illegal activities. It is important to note that joblessness or 

lack of government presence in the life of the average Nigerian is not enough reason or justifies the attraction of 

young people to illegal activities. The point however is, these young people become susceptible to illegalities and 

hence we see an increase of casualties in the usage of small arms. This is facilitated by access to small arms by 

the teeming youths from criminal elements in the society. 

ANALYSIS OF FINDINGS  

The proliferation of small arms has been an important issue for West Africa. In the Lake Chad Basin, for 

example, the activities of Boko Haram and the Islamic State of West Africa Province has seen the movement of 

small arms and light weapons, mostly unchecked because the criminals know some illegal routes to follow 

without been seen or arrested. This has enabled the sects to carry out their heinous crimes with little or not enough 

resistance. Nigeria, Chad, Niger and Cameroon have become victims of these sects and their onslaught continues 

up to now. The proliferation of small arms has increased the growing insecurity challenges and it has put the 

political system into great scrutiny. There have been calls from many regions in Nigeria for restructuring, state 

policing, rule of law, and the overhauling of the security architecture of the country. Unfortunately, the 

responsibility of securing the nation is a collective one, as such all hands must be on deck.  

 The government at the centre seems to be overwhelmed. As a result, the governors of the South-Western states of 

Nigeria came up with the idea of a Security Network, codenamed „Amotekun‟. For the South-East region, the 

proscribed Indigenous People of Biafra (IPOB) floated what it called the Eastern Security Network (ESN).This 

illegal (ESN) organization is using smuggled small and light arms. Though the ESN does not have the official 

seal of the political leadership of the zone, it is instructive to note that the ESN is currently putting up resistance 

to the constituted authorities and at the same time constitutes mayhem, by burning government infrastructure like 

police stations and Independent National Electoral Commission (INEC) offices. As the security situation in the 
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country worsens, different states in the country are now setting up security networks to tackle widespread threats. 

The governor of Benue State, Samuel Ortom, urged the people of Benue State to rise and defend themselves from 

external attacks, particularly by militia herdsmen. He said “our people have had enough of these killings and they 

should rise to defend themselves against any external attack. We need to live” (News, 2021). This encourages 

civilians and non-state actors to have more small and light arms in their possession.  

According to Abaenoggbe (2021), Mr. Adealu, a security expert, argues that:  

It is even more dangerous to resort to self-help by the people. Sunday Igboho is a creation of the 

ineffectiveness of our security agencies and the Federal Government. What they do not know is that 

there are so many dangers inherent in these developments. The possibility of Amotekun, ESN and 

even Sunday Igboho and his followers becoming ethnic militias, or an alternative army is high if the 

current situation persists (Abaenogbe, 2021).  

The danger of self-help rests in the fact that orderliness and organization will be side-lined. What will exist will 

be vested interests and self-aggrandisement. The collapse of Muhammed Gadhafi‟s regime in Libya is a critical 

example and the federal government of Nigeria is working hard to curtail the Libya situation. The government is 

reaching out to stakeholders from the south eastern states with a view to dousing the tensions in the region. The 

proliferation of small arms and light weapons has empowered insurgent groups and has left the security 

architecture of Nigeria in a dicey situation. The present administration and indeed all past administrations in 

Nigeria are interested in the unity of the country. Because since the end of the Nigerian Civil War that began on 

6
th

 July, 1967 and ended on 15
th 

January, 1970, the then Head of State, General Yakubu Gowon introduced the 

Nigerian Youth Service Corps on 22
nd 

May,1973 to foster unity among Nigerians. But this commendable effort 

though still in practice has failed to yield the required results. Therefore, lack of unity and confidence in 

constituted authority as increased the proliferation of small arms. This is made manifest by the agitations of the 

South Region, Boko Haram activities and other organized criminal groups like banditry, kidnapping and armed 

robbery. Although the government is working hard to address these menaces, the side effects of the proliferation 

of small arms are on the increase in Nigeria. 

To solve the problem of the proliferation of small arms in Nigeria, there is a call on the President of Nigeria to 

establish a national Centre for the control of Small Arms and Light Weapons (NCCSALW), under the office of 

the National Security Adviser. While this commendable, this paper is of the opinion that to eradicate the use of 

small arms and light weapons in Nigeria, we must address the root causes of this proliferation. Among other 

motives, corruption, poverty, ethnic differences, religious crisis, economic backwardness and bad leadership are 

all reasons why crimes and illegal activities have become attractive to the teeming youths in Nigeria.  

 

One of the root causes of proliferation of small arms is unemployment. Shelter, food and clothing are still a major 

challenge to the average Nigerian. There is an increased rate of joblessness due to the economic recession, and at 

the same time the unemployment rate of the country is negatively affecting the economy. Youths under 25 years, 

constitute 65% of Nigeria‟s population (2006 Census). Every year, about 200,000 students graduate from 

different universities and most of them cannot fend for themselves and are not able to find jobs. According to the 

official Nigerian statistics, 38% of those under 24 years are unemployed, but the World Bank evaluates this 
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number to be closer to 80% (InfoGuide, 2021). Unemployment is undeniably one of the most damaging problems 

in Nigeria, as many people get disappointed due to a widespread of joblessness. It is the leading cause of crimes 

among young Nigerians (InfoGuide, 2021). 

 

CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

 

From the foregoing, crimes and lawlessness have exacerbated by the proliferation of small arms in Nigeria. The 

world being a globalized village has aided the proliferation of small arms, even though states are fighting to curb 

the menace all over the world. In Africa, these small arms have continued to move because of the porosity of 

boarders and lack of enough manpower to police the large boarders.  

Another reason for the proliferation of small arms in the country is corruption. Corruption seems to have eaten up 

every facet of the country‟s life. This has affected the productive capacities of the leaders and has made it difficult 

to create an enabling environment for economic growth. For growth and development to be effective, the 

government of Nigeria needs to sensitize the citizens to be able to manage its economic, political and social 

affairs with ease. This would mean fostering understandable interaction between the government, the private 

sector and the civil societies. It is therefore necessary for the government to take urgent steps in creating enabling 

environment for private businesses and create reasonable avenues to engage the youths. The government also 

need to monitor public officers with a view to rewarding the good and punish the erring ones.  

From Restructuring to calls for secession, the Nigerian state is gradually tilting to an implosion. These agitations 

and ideas are concretised by the proliferation of small arms and light weapons within the country. The Nigerian 

state must be proactive and treat as urgent the root causes of instability in Nigeria, the porous borders must be 

manned with the civilian cooperation. The government and the people of Nigeria must consciously choose 

development and put aside all differences in order to be relevant in the comity of nations. 
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